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One Friday in early March, I left the.efheefor @ cniowing qu_it'e Whotwto' _

S Br- T.EA.
expect, ] was meeting Stephen Colbert! about whom [ knew what most of you know.
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that he got his start with dorr-Stewart's“The Daily Show” before developmg gy
T oledt werk ie‘:r ?@&” .

.74 {_} K character unaginatwely named Stephen Colbert a. greonservative talk-show
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{raomarid host whose “The Co]bert Report” is amenguthe most mﬁuent:al broadcas’gs’ m
naothe! | Galactic
. -Ameﬂempohtics. I had appear?g on Co;\bgort s show twice (I was terrif;ed both
benaed for adicqrapas -
times), but had onlyomed—thh 1:31 briefly, and — in a note for the smail-worid

department — had in fact spent more time with his m-lawe? whom I met on several
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different occasions in the Soutﬁhe . like Colbert, are from South Caro}lina ha
ke !

1 knew he was a devout Catholic and a cultural phenomenon. It was not much
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to go on, because, in my expenence,»peirﬁemm can be shy when they are offstage,

as though they need to congerve all they can in order to make the show work, QM‘*:& .%
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What I found was after ) xceptl nally strong grag
‘pﬂﬁi}&@“ ?ﬁ?i Wt _‘ T Mms ﬁgper {’3%71‘ xfisxm?t’? P
/SL FACH é’ﬁ’:g : of politics, policy, history and rehgiog’ He ’ix;laggl;ave be?t h%ped by alarge glass a
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ﬁ@fﬁf w / Né of white wine (though it was Le% decided to indulge and confess later —avery™

Catholic thmg to do), but no matter what his inspiration, it was a fascmatinW For ov "2'0
- over 2T lsme. dme. ﬁ\'\

Thei issue of Newsweek you are now hol m is, in a way, the fruit of that _
Moy %ﬁa e tha ne;d“da\f! R c:we, ME,

_ profess:onal Imd dat A few months 1ater, I asked Colbert to serve as the first $ ? g
guest editor in the magazine’s h:stowu happened, he was preparmg for a trip r’”"‘” =
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to Iraq and we, too, had been working on a special report about the war that, with.. -

| the economy and the renewed focus on Affhamstan and Paklstan, has shpped

{ many mmoé The ooxncxdenoe was{fortuitous) and {:ere we are.
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Among other things, Colbert designed the cover, turned Conventional Wisdom

{iberatedt C it
into Colbert Wisdom and teok-ever-my-usual-space-at the front of the-mag'azine.
bigsed reporti )
To be clear, the journalism here is @ the reporting Newsweelk's. The magazme
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