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SafeAssign (April 2014 Blackboard Update) 

SafeAssign is integrated into regular Blackboard assignments. SafeAssign can be used to review assignment submissions for 
plagiarism potential and create opportunities to help students identify how to properly attribute sources rather than 
paraphrase. SafeAssign is effective as both a deterrent and an educational tool. 
 
SafeAssign compares submitted assignments against a set of academic papers to identify areas of overlap between the 
submitted assignment and existing works. 

Submissions are compared against several databases: 

• Internet: Comprehensive index of documents available for public access on the internet. 
• ProQuest ABI/Inform database: More than 1,100 publication titles and about 2.6 million articles from 1990 to present 

time, updated weekly (exclusive access). 
• Institutional document archives: Contains all papers submitted to SafeAssign by users in their respective institutions. 
• Global Reference Database: Contains papers that were volunteered by students from Blackboard client institutions to 

help prevent cross-institution plagiarism. 

How to Use SafeAssign in Your Assignments 
Instructors can use SafeAssign plagiarism checking for any assignment. 

1. On the Create or Edit Assignment page, click 
on Submission Details in the Grading section. 

2. Select Check submissions for plagiarism using 
SafeAssign. 

3. Optionally, select one or both options: 
a. Allow students to view the SafeAssign 

originality reports on their submissions. 
(Recommended)  

b. Exclude all student submissions for this 
assignment from the institutional or global 
reference databases.  (suggested you leave this 
unchecked) 

4. Complete the Create Assignment page. 
5. Click Submit. 

 

Accessing the SafeAssign Originality Report 
When a SafeAssign report has finished processing, instructors can access it on the Grade Assignment page. Access the Grade 
Assignment page from the Grade Center or the Needs Grading page. 
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In the Grade Center, locate the assignment that the SafeAssign options were enabled for. When students have made their 
submissions, instructors will see the needs grading icon ( ). Access the cell's contextual menu by clicking the down arrow and 
click the attempt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the Grade Assignment page, a SafeAssign section appears in the grading sidebar. While the report is processing, the 
following statement appears: Report in progress... 

When the report is ready to view, a percentage 
appears in the grading sidebar. Expand the 
SafeAssign link and click View Originality Report to 
view the results in a new window. 

Report Layout 

A SafeAssign originality report is divided into three 
areas: 

• Report information 
• Citations 
• Manuscript text 

 
If you need more room for viewing the paper's text, 
you can collapse the right panel with the right-
pointing arrow. The highlighting colors remain in the collapsed view. 

(See example on next page) 
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